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Serial No.: New Divisional Application 
Filed: 
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Damascene Fabrication 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSTTRE STATEMENT 



) 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement 

[X] is filed within three months after the filing date of a national application or three 
months after the date of entry of the national stage in an international application or 
before the mailing date of a first office action on the merits, whichever occurs last. 
37 C.F.R.§ 1.97(b). 

is filed before the mailing date of either (a) a final action under § 1.1 13 or (b) a 
notice of allowance under §1.311, whichever occurs first, and is accompanied by 

certification as specified in § 1.97(e) or 

_ the fee set forth in § 1.1 7(p). 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). 

[ 1 is filed after the mailing date of either (a) a final action under § 1.1 13 or (b) a notice 
of allowance under § 1.311, whichever occurs first, but before the payment of the 
issue fee, and is accompanied by 
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certification as specified in § 1.97(e); 

a petition requesting consideration; and 

_ the petition fee set forth in § 1.17(i)(l). 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) 

Applicant submits herewith patent(s), publications), or other information of which applicant 
is aware, which applicant believes may be material to the examination of this application and in 
respect of which there may be a duty to disclose. The filing of this information disclosure statement 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. 1.97(g)), an 
admission that the information cited is, or considered to be, material to patentability or that no other 
material information exists. The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be 
construed as an admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 13- 
25, at 25. Each reference is identified on the attached Form PTO-1449. A copy of each of the 
references is supplied herewith. 

A concise explanation of the items listed on PTO-1449 is: 

[X] not given, since all items are in the English language 

[ ] given for only some listed non-English language item(s) 

[ ] given for each listed item, since all are non-English language documents 

The following printed publications are referred to in the body of the specification: 

U.S. Pat. No.: 5,635,423, to Huang et al. (1997) 

Kaanta et al., "Dual Damascene: A ULSI Wiring Technology", VMIC Conference, IEEE, 
pp. 144-152, Jun. 11-12, 1991 

Applicant has become aware of the following printed publications which may be material to 
the examination of this application: 



U.S. Pat. Nos.: 

6,143,646, to Wetzel, 2000 
6,133,144, to Tsai et al., 2000 
6,133,140, to Yuetal., 2000 
6,1 14,234, to Merchant et al., 2000 
6,107,204, to Yuetal., 2000 
6,103,619, to Lai, 2000 
6,057,227, to Harvey, 2000 
6,051,881, to Klein et al., 2000 
6,017,817, to Chung et al., 2000 
6,001,733, to Huang et al., 1999 
5,897,369, to Jun, 1999 
5,886,411, to Kohyama, 1999 
5,759,91 1 , to Cronin et al., 1998 
5,741,626, to Jain et al., 1998 
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5,739,579, to Chiang et al., 1998 

5.726.100, to Givens, 1998 
5,705,430, to Avanzino et al., 1998 
5,691,238, to Avanzino et al., 1997 

5.663.101, to Cronin, 1997 
5,651,855, to Dennison et al., 1997 
5,614,765, to Avanzino et al., 1997 
5,592,024, to Aoyama et al., 1997 
5,539,255, to Cronin, 1996 
5,354,7 1 1 , to Heitzmann et al., 1 994 

European Pat. Application Nos.: 
EP0911697A, 1999 
EP0851483A, 1998 & 1999 

Girard f^Z^L^on Of Dual Thickness And Pitch Metal", PW««£ 
At the Thin Film Users Group, California Chapter, 1 1 pages, Oct. 1997, (best 
copy available is supplied). 

Applicant respectfully submits that the invention claimed in the above identified application 
is patentable over the references known to applicant and disclosed herein. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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